
Appendix 5

GOOD EVENING CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO THIS APPLICATION

Grayshott Parish Council objects to this application on the basis that it is contrary to adopted 
planning policies.  In brief these are: CP15, CP19, CP20, CP23 and CP29.  You will have 
seen our full objection in the Officers Report. 

Our further concerns are as follows:

 We understand that the draft Wealden Heath SPA Supplementary Planning Document 
and supporting analysis has concluded that some additional development can be 
accommodated in the buffer zone without harming the SPA.  Nevertheless any 
potential for expansion and further provision would require a careful consideration of 
impact on both the environment and the local community including the needs of the 
existing travelling showpeople community.   

 There are ongoing concerns about the management of issues in relation to the 
occupation of Travelling Show People and this application represents a different 
Traveller community.  This suggests greater challenges in the future with regard to 
community relations and integration.  These concerns are relevant to the section in the 
NPPF on safe communities.

 The existence of an established Travelling Showpeople community and its size 
demonstrates a reasonable level of provision for one Parish to make.

 We strongly disagree with the argument that in this application need overrides 
existing planning policies and argue that decision-making in a period of unidentified 
supply must still give due consideration to the suitability of the location.

 We do not accept the approach to the regularization of the use of the proposed site for 
the intended purpose. If allowed to go forward it will be hard to argue against the 
settled community’s assertion that different rules are applied to different groups.   
Human Rights and Equalities legislation can be approached from the opposite 
direction.

We therefore respectfully ask that this application be refused because:
 the application is contrary to a number of important adopted policies there to protect 

the countryside
 compliance and enforcement are already areas of local concern
 EHDC believe the application to be intentionally retrospective 
 Grayshott already has a disproportionate share in the provision for travellers and we 

do not wish to be seen as a convenient location
 careful consideration is needed of both the impact on the environment and the local 

community and the needs of the travelling showpeople community. 

In conclusion, it would appear that a failure to secure appropriate sites to meet the 
identified needs of Travellers across East Hampshire District has put Grayshott in the 
position of suffering the consequences of unplanned provision.   

Thank you


